I serve as Co-Investigator on the following funding schemes that are currently approved,
pending results, or ready to submit. Funding sources include the Innovation and
Technology Commission (ITC) of Hong Kong SAR and the Science, Technology and
Innovation Commission (STIC) of Shenzhen Municipality.

» ITC MHKTCEFS (Platform) in 2025 exercise, with project number GHP/285/25GD
and funding amount of ~2m HKD. The project is currently pending results.
Participation details are available at Appendix A and F.

» ITC MHKTCEFS (Platform) in 2025 exercise, with project number GHP/291/25GD
and funding amount of ~3.2m HKD. The project is currently pending results.
Participation details are available at Appendix B and F.

» ITC ITSP (Seed) for 2024 exercise, with project number /7.5/362/24 and funding
amount of ~/.4m HKD. The project has been approved. Participation details are
available at Appendix C and F.

» ITC ITSP (Platform) for 2026 exercise, in collaboration with Prof. Pheng Ann
Heng and Prof. Soung Chang Liew. This project seeks ~4.5m HKD funding support
and is (pending the call announcement). Participation details
are available at Appendix D.

» STIC Shenzhen-Hong Kong Science and Technology Program (Type C) in 2023
exercise, with project number SGDX20230821094359004 and funding amount of
~3.3m HKD. The project has been approved. Participation details are available at
Appendix E and F.

Meanwhile, I am also an indispensable contributor to the following funding schemes
supported by Hong Kong University Grants Committee (UGC) and CUHK Research
Committee:

» UGC General Research Fund (GRF) in 2025 exercise, with project number
14200626 and funding amount of ~930k HKD. The project is currently pending
results. Participation details are available at Appendix F.

» UGC Funding Scheme for Innovative Technology in Education (FITE) in 2024
exercise, with project number 34489 and funding amount of ~270k HKD. The
project has been . Participation details are available at Appendix F.

» CUHK Research Committee Direct Grant in 2024 exercise, with funding amount
of ~50k HKD. The project has been . Participation details are available
at Appendix F.

I have also participated in the preparation of large-scale collaborative proposals for CRF
2024 and CRF 2025. Participation details are available at Appendix F.
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Dr. Chung Ng

Head of Technology & Strategy, Hong Kong Telecommunications (HKT) Limited

HKT Limited
PO Box 9896 GPO Hong Kong T +852 2888 2888 F +852 2877 8877

www_hkt.com a PCCW Group member

HKT Limited is a company incorporated in the Cayman Islands with limited liability.
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HKT

Feb 17, 2025
Professor Soung Chang LIEW

Department of Information Engineering

The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Mr. Yuyang DU
Department of Information Engineering

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Dear Professor Liew and Mr. Du,

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for your ITF seed project entitled “Multimodal LLM-
Driven Semantic Communication for Low-Latency Vehicular Networks”. The integration of
generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) into vehicular applications represents a groundbreaking
approach, and your focus on low-latency networks directly addresses a critical challenge in real-world
transportation and smart city applications.

As a leader in information technology and smart IoT solutions, HKT and PCCW have successfully
delivered on various smart city projects, including the smart parking system in Hong Kong and the
track access management system for SMRT Train in Singapore.

I am particularly excited about the potential synergy between your project and our ongoing initiatives.
Subject to company policies and relevant legal considerations, we are prepared to share our engineering
expertise and industry insights with your team and provide necessary support in system implementation
and testing. Upon the successful execution of the project, I look forward to engaging in in-depth
discussions with you on potential commercialization.

It would be an honor to contribute to the profound impact your work will have on the future of wireless
networks and smart transportation. I eagerly anticipate collaborating with you to bring this innovative
project to fruition.

Sincerely,
o et ]
Dr. Chung Ng

Head of Technology & Strategy, Hong Kong Telecommunications (HKT) Limited
pc.ng@pccw.com / +852 2888 3355

HKT Limited
PO Box 9896 GPO Hong Kong T +852 2888 2888 F +852 2877 8877

www.hkt.com a PCCW Group member

HKT Limited is a company incorporated in the Cayman Islands with limited liability.
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Professor Pheng Ann Heng

Department of Computer Science and Engineering
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Professor Soung Chang Liew Note: Appendlx D
Department of Information Engineering

The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Doctor Yuyang Du
Department of Information Engineering
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Dear Prof. Heng, Prof. Liew and Dr. Du,

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for your ITSP funding application, “Al-Empowered
Self-Driving Labs for Automated Pharmaceutical Synthesis and Validations”. The integration of Al and
robotic automation into industrial manufacturing represents a groundbreaking approach, addressing practical
challenges in pharmaceutical production while paving the way for next-generation smart factories.

As a leading provider of intelligent robotic solutions, Shenzhen iManifold Robotics Technology Co., Ltd.
(iManifold) specializes in delivering advanced solutions that combine algorithms, hardware, and software to
meet the demands of smart manufacturing. Since our founding, we have developed a range of products,
including robotic control systems, edge computing platforms, and intelligent manufacturing solutions, which
are widely applied across industries. With a core team of experts from top universities and leading companies,
iManifold has over a decade of technical expertise and market insights, enabling us to deliver cutting-edge
solutions tailored to diverse industrial needs.

iManifold has already built a strong collaboration with your CUHK team. Our joint efforts led to the
development of IndusGCC, a groundbreaking paper recently accepted by NeurIPS 2025, one of the most
prestigious international Al conferences. This work highlights key breakthroughs in LLM-driven automation
and intelligent control for industry equipment. The proposed RIF project, with its focus on automated
mechanical control in factories and labs, is a natural extension of this success. With this solid foundation of
mutual collaboration, iManifold and your CUHK team are uniquely positioned to deliver impactful results
through this funding initiative.

Building on the success of IndusGCC, iManifold will actively contribute to the design and implementation of
next-generation industrial instrument control LLMs. We will also leverage our expertise in robotic arm control
units and edge computing to provide necessary design input and hands-on support for deploying the automated
systems highlighted in the proposed RIF project.

iManifold is fully committed to supporting this RIF proposal. We are confident this collaboration will drive

Technology Co., Ltd.
liu.yue@imanifold.cn / +86 13826566220
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Soung Chang LIEW, Ph.D.
. Choh-Ming Li Professor of Information Engineering
Note: Appendix F Department of Information Engineering
Co-Director, Institute of Network Coding
The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK)

Email: soung@ie.cuhk.edu.hk
WWW: http://www.ie.cuhk.edu.hk/soung

November 23, 2025

Re: Recommendation for Dr. Yuyang Du’s Application to _

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am writing to express my strongest support for Dr. Yuyang Du’s application _
ﬂ. As Dr. Du’s PhD thesis supervisor and postdoctoral advisor, I have
had the privilege of working closely with him for over five years. During this time, I have observed

his exceptional academic and professional growth, and I firmly believe he is an outstanding candidate
for this program.

Dr. Du has demonstrated exceptional research strengths in interdisciplinary fields, particularly
at the intersection of advanced wireless networks and generative Al. His research potential is
evident in his publications across leading venues, including IEEE TWC, IEEE TCOM, and IEEE
ComMag for wireless communications; NeurIPS, ICLR, and ICCV for Al; IEEE ICRA for robotics;
and ACM Mobisys for networking systems. To date, Dr. Du has published 27 papers in top-tier
journals and conferences, with 24 of them as the first/co-first author, corresponding author, or project
lead. These accomplishments underscore his ability to tackle critical challenges with innovative,
cross-disciplinary solutions.

In addition to his research achievements, Dr. Du has been an indispensable contributor to grant
applications and project management within my group. Recognizing his interest in pursuing an
academic career, I encouraged him to gain experience in grant applications under my guidance. He
began contributing to major funding applications in 2022, during which he designed experiments and
collected key data for a GRF application. Since then, he has played an integral role in supporting my
group’s grant applications, including FITE 24, CRF’24, and CRF’25. Most recently, for the GRF’25
application, he prepared an initial proposal draft and, together with me, completed a high-quality final
submission, exemplifying his maturity and proficiency in preparing competitive funding proposals
within the Hong Kong UGC system.

Beyond UGC funding, Dr. Du has also served as a Co-Investigator for several ITC applications
within my group, including one ITSP project and two MHKTCEFS projects (currently pending
results), as well as his first ITSP submission in 2023. Alongside his extensive contributions to
proposal preparation, Dr. Du plays a crucial role in project execution and completion once projects are
accepted. Notably, as a project Co-Investigator, Dr. Du has made significant contributions to an
ongoing Shenzhen-Hong Kong Science and Technology Program funded by STIC in Mainland China,
where he supports the Hong Kong-side project execution and helps ensure the timely delivery of
project milestones. These experiences have equipped him with the skills not only to secure
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competitive funding but also to manage and deliver complex, multi-stakeholder projects effectively.

Dr. Du has also assisted me in mentoring junior PhD students in my group since the final year of
his PhD. Under my supervision, he has exhibited exceptional dedication and patience as a mentor,
which has positively impacted his mentees’ success. For instance, in the 2024 Fall PhD intake, the
three students he helped mentor — despite joining without prior master’s training — achieved
remarkable research outcomes within their first year. Each of them submitted an IEEE Transactions-
style paper and had multiple conference papers accepted. These results reflect both the collaborative
mentoring environment I foster in my group and Dr. Du’s contributions, highlighting his technical
expertise and his supportive, detail-oriented approach to student development.

In addition to his research and mentoring contributions, Dr. Du has demonstrated strong
teaching skills. He served as a Teaching Assistant for my Computer Networks course in Fall 2021
and Fall 2023, excelling in delivering tutorial sessions, answering student questions, and facilitating
labs. His ability to clearly and effectively communicate complex technical concepts, combined with
his strong sense of responsibility, earned him high praise from both students and colleagues. These
experiences highlight his potential as a dedicated and effective educator, further supporting his
readiness for a professorial role.

The above examples clearly illustrate Dr. Du’s highly promising potential as an interdisciplinary
researcher, his mature ability to lead and execute funded research projects, and his dedication to
mentoring and teaching — all essential skills for a successful Principal Investigator.

If Dr. Du is granted the opportunity to join _, I am confident that his skills
and experience will allow him to quickly adapt to the responsibilities of a professor’s role. While he is
fully capable of thriving independently, I look forward to maintaining a professional collaboration
with him on cross-institutional funding applications, leveraging our complementary expertise to
secure impactful research grants and further advance his academic career.

Without hesitation, I wholeheartedly and unreservedly recommend Dr. Du for the
. I am confident that he is exceptionally well-qualified and will make
significant contributions to HKU.

Truly yours,

o

Soung Chang LIEW

Choh-Ming Li Professor of Information
Engineering

Co-Director, Institute of Network Coding
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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